Specificities in human cell-mediated cytotoxicity.
Specificity of natural cell-mediated cytotoxicity was investigated through selective reactions detected by direct cell-mediated cytotoxicity and by inhibition of cytotoxicity through competition. Assuming that target cells reacting alike in direct cytotoxicity shared common antigens, we classified 10 target cells into three groups by target antigens: TA (target antigen) 1, 2, and 3. Partial confirmation of the three groups was achieved in the cross-competition assay. The distinction of TA 1 as a group was clear but some cross-reactivity existed between TA 2 and TA 3 cells.